Abstract: The louse Menacanthus obrteli Balát, 1981 is resurrected from synonymy as a valid species, with Locustella luscinioides, the Savi's warbler, as the type-host. Both sexes of this louse species are redescribed and illustrated.
Introduction
Menacanthus obrteli was originally described by Balát (1981) based on six females from the Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides (Savi, 1824). Balát included only a single poor photograph of this species, with minimal text description. Consequently, Palma et al. (1998) synonymized M. obrteli with M. takayamai Uchida, 1926. Their decision was based on a comparison of Balát's description against the redescription of M. takayamai in Price (1977) and the fact that M. takayamai had been previously reported from three other species of the genus Locustella. Price et al. (2003) also accepted this decision. Finally, Mey (2003) signed M. obrteli as a subspecies of M. takayamai.
The aim of this paper is to re-describe and illustrate both sexes of M. obrteli and resurrect this louse species as a valid taxon.
Material and methods
A series of Menacanthus collected from L. luscinioides in the north-eastern part of the Czech Republic have recently been received and studied. Lice were collected by visual examination during an ornithological mist-netting and ringing activity carried on among reed beds around the ponds of Bartošovice, near the city of Nový Jičín (49 • 40 N, 18 • 03 E). We also located and examined the type specimens of M. obrteli deposited at the Moravian Museum Brno (MZM), Czech Republic. In our opinion, the above samples represent a species distinct from all other known members in the genus Menacanthus. Balát, 1981 (Figs 1-5) Redescription. Female (Fig. 1) . Head with rounded anterior margin, preocular slit, weakly developed hypopharynx and ventral spinous process 0.030-0.033 mm long. Gular plate pigmented, with small central lighter "hole", posterior margin conspicuously concave and four setae on each side -two anteriormost inserted in clear lateral area (Fig. 2) . Long occipital setae 21, 22, and 23, with alveoli in straight line. Head seta 24 apparently absent (Fig. 3) . Ocular seta 19 fine, 0.025 mm long. Outer central pronotal setae short and stout. Pronotal margin with only 10 long and 4 short setae; prosternal plate moderately developed with posterior margin of characteristic shape (Fig. 4) . Metanotum with 3 (rarely 2 or 4) anterolateral setae on each side and 8 marginal setae; mesosternal plate with 6-9 setae; metasternal plate with 6-7 setae. Tergal setae: I, 8 (two females 9 and 11); II-VI 10-14; VII 9-13; VIII 8 (one female 7); IX 10-12, including only one very long on each side extending beyond ends of anal fringe setae. Pleurites without anterior setae. Sternal setae: I 2-3; II [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] Male. Tergal setae: I 8-9; II 10-11; III 11-13; IV 12-15; V 11-14; VI 12-13; VII 9-10; VIII 8; IX 11. Sternal setae: I 2-3; II 19-22; III 24-27; IV 28-31; V 26-27; VI 18-23; VII 11-14; VIII 7-8; subgenital plate 11-12. Genitalia as in Remarks. Both sexes of Menacanthus obrteli can be readily identified by a unique combination of characters as follows: (1) head seta 24 apparently absent; (2) pronotal margin with only 10 long setae; (3) characteristic shape of gular plate. These characters distinguish M. obrteli from M. takayamai and even from all other known members in the genus. The female of M. obrteli is further distinguished from that of M. takayamai by its subgenital plate, with very lightly spiculate medioposterior margin and each side of last segment with only one very long seta extending beyond ends of anal fringe setae. The male of M. obrteli is further distinguished from that of M. takayamai by its genitalia, especially by narrow and undilated parameres and endomeral plate without lateral tips. Although both species occur on birds of the genus Locustella, they probably have different geographical distribution. While L. luscinioides, type host of M. obrteli, occurs from southern Europe to temperate western Asia (Pearson 2006) , M. takayamai was reported from other eight sylviid host (Price 1977; Price et al. 2003 ) seven of which occurring in southeast Asia -with collection localities from Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Philippine Islands (Price 1977; Palma et al. 1998) . The last host, Cettia cetti albiventris (Severtzov, 1873), occurs in Kasachstan. Although Price (1977) synonymized M. cettiae Blagoveshtchensky, 1940 described from this host with M. takayamai, he didn't mention it in material examined. That's why this synonymization could not be correct and examination of original material of M. cettiae is needed to resolve this case. Price (1977) reviewed the species of Menacanthus parasitic on passerine birds, and included a key to their O. Sychra et al.
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identification. In that key, the female and the male of M. obrteli would key out to couplets 29 and 37, respectively, being closest to M. orioli Blagoveshtchensky, 1951. Both sexes of M. obrteli are readily distinguished by their smaller ventral head spine processes, smaller number of tergal setae, their smaller dimensions and especially their unique characters as mentioned above.
In order to add M. obrteli to Price's (1977) 
